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Permissibility According to Ibn Durustawayh (d. 347 AH) in His Book 

"Tashih al-Fasih wa Sharhuh” 

Abstract  

 This study highlights the significance of Ibn Durustawayh’s Tas -hih al-Fasih wa 

Sharhuh, one of the most notable works concerned with refining the Arabic language 
and regulating its usage through a critical examination of the material presented by 

Thalab in al-Fasih. The research brings to light the scholarly value of the concept of 
linguistic permissibility in Ibn Durustawayh’s approach, showing the extent to which 
Arabic accommodates more than one correct form, whether lexical or structural, 
based on transmitted usage and analogy. This opens new perspectives for 
understanding the flexibility of the language in contrast with the areas that require 
strict adherence to reliable transmission or sound analogy. The study aims to 
uncover Ibn Durustawayh’s method in establishing permissibility, tracing the 
instances in which he accepts more than one form, clarifying the linguistic and 
grammatical reasons behind his judgments, and highlighting his position regarding 
the disagreements between the Basran and Kufan schools. This topic also contributes 
to understanding the foundations of linguistic thought in the fourth century AH, a 
period in which linguistic and grammatical criticism reached full maturity. The study 
concludes with several findings, the most important of which are: Ibn Durustawayh 
affirms permissibility when transmitted usage or analogy indicates the presence of 
multiple valid forms, but he generally tends toward restriction and does not broaden 

permissibility without clear evidence. The alternation between damma and kasra in 
the middle radical of the imperfect verb represents one of the most prominent areas 
of permissibility due to the closeness of the two vowels and their reflection in Arabic 
usage. Ibn Durustawayh bases his judgments on a rigorous critical method grounded 
in reliable linguistic sources, frequently correcting common errors and widespread 
forms of usage. 
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