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Abstract

Islamis a comprehensivereligioninbothits principles and branches,and every Muslimis obliged
to learnthe essentials and fundamentals of their faithin order to be a true Muslim. True Islam lies
in true faith, for there is no Islam without faith, which manifests in speech, belief, and action. The
knowledge of these essential doctrinal and practical principles is found exclusively in the Qur’an
andthe Sunnah. Accordingly, this research revolves around Qur’anic verses that clarify the reality
of faith or the absence thereof, through the contextual style in which these verses were
revealed—affirming faith, negating it, or setting conditions for its truthfulness and sincerity. The
study adopts an inductive and analytical methodology, and it concludes with significant findings,
among which: that legitimate faith is belief in the heart, confession by the tongue, and deeds with
the limbs. Faithis notgenuine unless these conditions are met collectively, for action is the fruit of
faith, and the heartis its root through intention and affirmation. Asign of true faith is obedience
to the commands of the Shari‘ah without disobedience—obedience to Allah, His Messenger
(peace be upon him), and the rulers of the Muslims who abide by this obedience. Yet, there is no
obedience to any created being in disobedience to the Creator, whether it be a ruler, a father, or a
mother. Among the conditions of Muslim rulers is that they must be believers, jurists, and
scholars. It is also a matter of necessity in religion and one of the foundations of true faith that
Muslims mustnot take Jews, Christians, or any disbelievers as allies against Muslims. This isamong
the fixed principles of religion, doctrinally and practically, as affirmed in the Qur’an and the
Sunnah. Whoever does so has unanimously apostatized from Islam and joined the ranks of
disbeliefand hostility. The reality of faith also necessitates referring exclusively to the Qur’an and
the Sunnah in matters of dispute and submitting fully to their rulings. The research concludes with
key recommendations, including: that scholars and specialists must exert effort in clarifying the
distinction between the immutable principles of Shari‘ah—both in creed and in action—and its
variable rulings.
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