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transmission of Imam Ahmad: Critical historical study

Fakhati Muhammad Muzab
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Samarra University / College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

This study investigates the figure of Lubaba bint al-Harith, one of the rare
female narrators in the corpus of Hadith, focusing on her transmissions within the
Musnad of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal through a rigorous critical methodology. The
research aims to assess the reliability of her narrations, examine their chains of
transmission, and evaluate the degree of accuracy and continuity, while
considering the influence of her social and gender context on the acceptance and
circulation of her narrations.

The study undertook a comprehensive review of all Hadiths transmitted by
Lubaba bint al-Harith in the Musnad of Imam Ahmad, critically analyzing the
narrators connected to her and applying classical Hadith criticism standards.
Findings reveal that, although her narrations are few, they exhibit distinctive
qualities of transmission, largely conforming to the principles of integrity and
precision recognized among narrators of her era, with minor observations
regarding verification and frequency. The research also highlights the interplay
between the social and geographic positions of narrators and the acceptance of her
reports in Imam Ahmad’s Musnad, offering a deeper understanding of the historical
context of female transmission in Hadith sciences.

The study concludes that Lubaba bint al-Harith represents a unique case for
examining the impact of social and gender factors on Hadith narration. Critical
scrutiny of her chains contributes to a nuanced understanding of reception and
verification in Hadith literature, enhancing the methodological toolkit for
investigating rare narrators and improving precision in Hadith scholarship.

Keywords: Lubaba bint al-Harith, Musnad Ahmad, Hadith criticism, female
narrators, chain reliability.
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