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Research Summary

This study analyzes the critical role of "[rony" and "Distortion" as
fundamental visual and intellectual strategies within the Abstract
Expressionism movement, transcending traditional interpretations
that limit the movement to the scope of pure emotional expression.
The research aims to reveal how prominent artists—primarily
Willem de Kooning, along with Jackson Pollock, Arshile Gorky,
and Adolph Gottliecb—employed formal distortion and ironic
approaches to challenge artistic traditions and critique the socio-
cultural context of the post-World War 1I era.

Adopting a descriptive-analytical methodology, the study examines
selected artworks to demonstrate how irony functions as a visual
mechanism based on paradoxes between figuration and abstraction,
and between order and chaos. The research concludes that
distortion in these works was not merely an emotional discharge or
technical deficiency, but a conscious critical strategy intended to
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undermine the authority of classical aesthetic values. This is evident
in the satirical distortion of the human figure, particularly in de
Kooning’s works, and the subversion of conscious control in
Pollock’s action painting. Ultimately, the study posits that Abstract
Expressionism utilized these approaches to redefine art
appreciation, transforming the canvas into a space for open
intellectual and critical discourse.

Keywords: Abstract Expressionism, Irony, Distortion.
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