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The administrative institutions of the Umayyad state, as described in
the book 'History" by Khalifa ibn Khayyat (d. 240 AH).
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Abstract
The aUmayyad State represents a pivotal phase in the history of Islamic
civilization, as it constituted the first centralized polity of extensive
territorial scope following establishment and consolidation of this state
necessitated the development of effective administrative institutions
capable of ensuring political stability, regulating state resources, and
managing affairs across vast and diverse regions extending from al-
Andalus in the west to the frontiers of India in the east. An understanding
of the formation and evolution of these institutions requires recourse to
early historical sources that documented this period with precision and
relative objectivity.Among the earliest and most significant of these
sources is (d. 240 AH), which is characterized by its annalistic method
and its systematic attention to recording the names of governors, judges,
and military commanders, as well as endows the work with particular

value, making it a rich source for reconstructing the administrative
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framework of the Umayyad State, despite the absence of independent
theoretical chapters devoted to administrative institutions or bureaucratic
systems upon which the Umayyad State relied through a close analysis of
the information dispersed throughout. It aims to address questions
concerning the roles and functions of the judiciary, the administration of
the Umayyad State and the maintenance of its political and administrative
unity.
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