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Abstract :

This study examines the policy of the Chinese Communist Party toward
Muslims in China in 1966, using the Cultural Revolution as a case study.
The research aims to reveal the ideological and intellectual foundations
that shaped the Communist Party’s stance toward religion in general, and
Islam and Muslims in particular, during one of the most turbulent periods

in modern Chinese history.
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The study adopts a historical-analytical approach by tracing the origins
and objectives of the Cultural Revolution, examining the conditions of
Chinese Muslims prior to 1966, and analyzing the policies and measures
implemented by the Communist Party against them during the Cultural
Revolution. It highlights various forms of religious and cultural repression,
including the closure of mosques, prohibition of religious practices,

targetingof Islamic symbols, and attempts to erase Islamic identity.

The study concludes that the Communist Party’s policy in 1966 was
characterized by ideological rigidity, as religion was viewed as a form of
“backwardness” that the Cultural Revolution sought to eliminate. This
approach had severe negative impacts on the religious, social, and
cultural conditions of Muslims in China, as well as long-term
consequences for their Islamic identity and their relationship with the state

in subsequent periods.
Keywords: Keywords:

Chinese Communist Party, Muslims in China, Cultural Revolution,
Religious Policy, Muslim Minorities, Islamic Identity.
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APPENDIX A

CHINA ISLAMIC ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 1/

- Name 2/ Numeral Code Nationality

Chairman

Pao Erh—han 3 /% Uighv~
Vice-Chairmen

Yang Ching-—Jjen 2799/7234 /0088 Huil

Ma Yu-—huail 4/ = T456,/3768, /2849 Huil

Ta Pu-sheng 5/% 6671 ,/3184 /3932 Hul

Ma Chen-—wu* T456 /7201 /2976 Hul

I-ming-ma—-ho—su-mu 6/ Oégl];;21}9l&/‘71&56/0678/ Uighur

Secretary General
Chang Yu-tseng 7./
Deputy Secretary General

Ma Ming-—-chi™® TU456 /2494 /1015

1. FBID Daily Report, 20 May 1953.

Se An aaterisk denotes membership also on the Preparatory Com-—
mittee. Se FBID Dailly Report, 6 August 1952.
= 3. Usually lcnown as Burhan. Chairman of the Preparatory Com-—

mittee.
N, Also known as Yusfl. Was Secretary General of Preparatory
Committee.
S. Also known as Sheilkh Nur Mohammed.
6. The 6 August FBID report gives his name as I-ming-ma-ho-—lu-mua.
T - Also known as Mohammed Al11.
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Conclusion:

The study of the Chinese Communist Party’s policy towards Muslims in
China in 1966, using the Cultural Revolution as a case study, reveals that
this policy was driven by a strict ideological framework that viewed religion
in general, and Islam in particular, as an obstacle to building a socialist

society based on Mao Zedong’s thought. During this period, the Party
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sought to subject Muslims to its ideological system by undermining
religious institutions, restricting Islamic rituals, and targeting scholars and
imams, in an attempt to weaken the religious and social foundations of

Islamic identity within Chinese society.

The Cultural Revolution demonstrates that the Party’s policy went beyond
mere supervision or limitation of religious activity; it aimed at
deconstructing the Islamic identity itself through re—education programs,
transforming religious loyalty into political loyalty, and linking national
allegiance to the abandonment of independent religious and cultural
references. This approach created an atmosphere of fear and social
contraction within Muslim communities, forcing many to practice their
religious rituals clandestinely or to adapt forcibly to the demands of the

revolutionary state.

However, this historical experience also indicates that the coercive policies
adopted by the Communist Party during the Cultural Revolution did not
succeed in eradicating Islam or eliminating the Islamic identity of Chinese
Muslims. On the contrary, these policies reinforced the sense of religious
belonging and awareness of cultural distinctiveness within these
communities. This became evident in the post—Cultural Revolution period,
when some Muslim regions attempted to revive religious institutions and

restore Islamic practices, despite continued restrictions in various forms.

Therefore, the Cultural Revolution represents a pivotal phase in the
historical relationship between the Chinese state and Muslims, illustrating
the extreme tension between communist ideology and Islamic identity. It
also highlights the limits of political power in reshaping religious identities
through force, and confirms that Islam in China, despite periods of
marginalization and repression, remained a resilient factor shaping the

social and cultural consciousness of Muslims. Studying this policy is thus
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essential to understanding the evolution of the Chinese state’s relationship
with religious minorities in subsequent periods.
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