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صلى الله عليه وسلم

 

Abstract  

   This study examines the juridical characterization of visiting the Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH), a matter in which legal, theological, and devotional 

dimensions intersect, resulting in diverse juristic assessments ranging from 

emphatic recommendation to near obligation in certain later formulations. 

The central research question explores whether the visitation constitutes an 

independent act of worship, an act subsidiary to visiting the Prophet’s 

Mosque, or a general devotional practice rooted in reverence and veneration. 

 The legal characterization adopted in each framework significantly influences 

its normative status and practical implications. Employing an inductive, 

analytical, and comparative methodology, the study surveys the positions of 

the four Sunni legal schools, analyzes their evidentiary bases, and examines 

the underlying uṣui principles that inform their reasoning. Particular attention 

is given to the interpretive engagement with reports concerning the merits of 

visitation, the ḥadith of “traveling only to three mosques,” and the doctrinal 

limits of devotional attachment to sacred space. The study further situates 

the issue within the broader objectives of Shariʿa, particularly the 

preservation of religion and the regulation of devotional expression. The 

findings demonstrate that the divergence regarding the legal rank of visitation 
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largely stems from differing juridical characterizations of its nature. When 

construed as an independent devotional act, arguments incline toward 

heightened normative emphasis; when viewed as ancillary to mosque 

visitation or subsumed under general meritorious acts, its ruling stabilizes 

within the sphere of confirmed recommendation. A precise juridical framing, 

therefore, safeguards the practice from both excess and neglect, maintaining 

devotional reverence within the parameters of doctrinal orthodoxy. The study 

concludes that clarifying the locus of disagreement is methodologically 

essential for a coherent understanding of the juristic discourse on visitation, 

highlighting the decisive role of legal theory in shaping substantive rulings in 

symbolically charged devotional matters. 
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