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Abstract

This research is concerned with studying the representations of
the social system in the drawings of the Japanese Muromachi
period (1185-1603 AD), and it is divided into four chapters. The
first chapter presents the research problem, its importance, and the
need for it. The research aims to: identify the representations of
the social system in the drawings of the Japanese Muromachi
period. The research limits include the objective limits: which are
the representations of the social system in Japanese painting
during the Muromachi era; the temporal limits: (1338-1573 AD);
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and the spatial limits: Japan. It also defines the most important
terms mentioned therein. The current research problem was
involved through exploring the social system in Japanese painting
in the Muromachi era, and in light of this, the researcher
formulated the problem through the following question: What are
the representations of the social system in Japanese painting
during the Muromachi era?

The second chapter, the theoretical framework, included three
sections as well as extracting indicators of the theoretical
framework to benefit from them in analyzing the samples. The
first section dealt with the concept of the social system in cultural
studies. The second section dealt with the social and cultural
context of the Muromachi era. While the third section studied the
schools of Japanese painting in the Middle Ages. The third
chapter (Procedures) dealt with the research community, the
research sample amounting to (3) models, the research tool, the
research methodology, and the analysis of samples. The fourth
chapter  included the research  results, conclusions,
recommendations, and suggestions. Among the results reached by
the researcher are:

1. The representation of the social system in Japanese painting
of the Muromachi era appears through animal modeling that
reflects the division of society into a thinking class (sitting
with dignity and writing) and a servant class (moving and
cooking), which confirms the deep-rootedness of the
concept of class in the collective consciousness.

2. The social system is manifested in (integration) and not just
separation; where the religious and political elite meet with
the general public in one space to achieve an urban
achievement, which represents the cohesion of the social
structure behind the major goals.
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