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Abstract

The significance of the current paper lies in providing an in-depth analytical reading of how Iraqi
newspapers address human rights issues through content analysis of media coverage and interpretation of
its frames and implications. The researcher based on three Iraqi daily newspapers with diverse
orientations—Tariq Al-Shaab, Al-Sabah, and Al-Zaman. These newspapers were subjected to analysis
using descriptive research methods, aiming to produce practical and scientific results that meet the
objectives and requirements of the study. The researcher developed a content analysis tool to examine the
journalistic material published in the selected newspapers in order to understand how human rights issues
were framed in Iraqi journalism, as well as to identify the journalistic forms through which these issues
were presented. The study was guided by the central research question: What is the nature of media
framing of human rights issues in Iraqi newspapers?
Keywords: Media frames, human rights, Iraqi press, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, human
rights issues.
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The study aimed to achieve several key objectives, including:

Identifying the types of media frames used in addressing human rights issues in Iraqi newspapers.
Revealing the human rights issues most prominently covered by these newspapers.

Identifying the key actors highlighted by the newspapers in their coverage of human rights topics.
Understanding the journalistic genres employed in covering human rights issues.

NS

The present study is classified as a descriptive research endeavor concerned with describing and
interpreting phenomena. It falls under the category of media research aimed at providing accurate and
comprehensive information about the subject under investigation. The analytical survey method was adopted
to achieve the research objectives. The researcher utilized a comprehensive census method for analyzing
journalistic content related to human rights issues in Iraqi newspapers, encompassing all editions published
during the period from January 1, 2024, to December 31, 2024. A total of 1,075 journalistic pieces were
analyzed, distributed across the three newspapers as follows: Tariq Al-Shaab (465 articles), Al-Sabah (384
articles), and Al-Zaman (226 articles). These articles covered various journalistic forms employed in media
coverage.

The study reached several important findings, including:

1. The top three framing strategies used by Iraqi newspapers in presenting human rights issues were
humanitarian concern frames, proposed solutions frames, and responsibility frames.

2. The most prominent human rights issues addressed by the newspapers focused on vulnerable groups,
including children, women, minorities, and prisoners.

3. The primary actors emphasized in the coverage included influential figures such as activists and
human rights defenders, judicial bodies like courts and the Supreme Judicial Council, and
international human rights organizations—these were the top three featured actor categories.

4. The most frequently used journalistic forms in covering human rights issues were news reports,
journalistic reports, and opinion articles, ranking as the top three formats.
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