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Diplomatic Relations between the Abbasid Caliphate and the
Byzantine Empire in Light of Historical Sources

Raad Assi Abdullah Nassif
Abstract

This study investigates the diplomatic relations between the Abbasid Caliphate and
the Byzantine Empire, moving beyond military narratives to uncover the
institutional mechanisms that managed conflict and cooperation between these two
great powers in the Mediterranean basin for centuries. The research employed the
historical-analytical and comparative methods, critically examining Islamic and
Byzantine sources to extract historical truth free from bias, alongside an analysis of
diplomatic discourse and exchanged correspondence between both parties. The
results revealed a strategic shift during the Abbasid era from Umayyad offensive
expansion to a policy focused on border management and defense. This paved the
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way for the emergence of organized diplomacy, encompassing embassies, treaties,
and structured humanitarian agreements for prisoner exchange. Furthermore, the
study uncovered a duality in the mutual discourse, combining religious ideological
rigidity in correspondence with political pragmatic flexibility in practical
implementation. The analyses confirmed that border regions (Thughur) were not
merely military lines of contact, but vital spaces for daily interaction, commercial
trade, and cultural exchange, contributing to the stability of the local economy for
both sides. Moreover, the strength of Abbasid diplomacy was linked to the internal
stability of the state, where external successes were utilized to reinforce the
legitimacy of the Caliphs. The research recommended highlighting the diplomatic
aspect of Islamic history within academic curricula and leveraging Abbasid
conflict management models in contemporary diplomacy. The study concluded
that the Abbasid-Byzantine experience represents a mature model for managing
international relations between two distinct civilizations. Diplomacy succeeded in
transforming an existential conflict into a manageable relationship, preserving
channels of civilizational and scientific communication that enriched shared human
heritage over centuries.

Keywords: Abbasid Caliphate, Byzantine Empire, Islamic Diplomacy,
International Relations, Historical Sources.
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