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The Management of Wars in the Islamic Era: A Comparative Study
between the Umayyads and Abbasids

Ahmed Hamoud Malis Mahiri
Abstract

This study aims to conduct a comparative analysis of military management during
the Umayyad and Abbasid periods, examining leadership structures, military
strategies, resource management, and the handling of internal and external
challenges. The research employed the historical-analytical and comparative
methods, drawing on primary sources such as the works of al-Tabari and al-
Baladhuri, alongside credible secondary sources. The study concluded that the
Umayyad model of military management was characterized by administrative
decentralization and reliance on the Arab tribal element, enabling rapid territorial
expansion but hampered by fragile internal loyalties. In contrast, the Abbasid
model shifted toward bureaucratic centralization and a multi-ethnic regular army,
ensuring greater long-term stability but eventually leading to military dominance
over political authority. The comparison revealed that military efficiency alone
does not guarantee state stability without integrating the military institution into the
fabric of political and social legitimacy. Furthermore, the research demonstrated
that the transition from the Umayyad "spoils economy" to the Abbasid "tax and
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igta’ economy" transformed the relationship between the army and the state,
thereby influencing the socio-political structure. The study concluded by deriving
historical lessons on the importance of balancing power and legitimacy, as well as
expansion and sustainable administration, along with recommendations for
integrating Islamic military history into contemporary strategic studies.

Keywords: Military Administration, Umayyad Caliphate, Abbasid Caliphate,
Military Organization, Islamic History
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