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The Dialectic of the Relationship Between Time and Place in the Poetry of
Rajih al-Hilli (d. 627 AH): An Analytical Study
Asst. Prof.Dr. Raed Okla Kalf
University of Anbar, College of Arts ,Department of Arabic Language
Mahmoud Essam Saeed
University of Anbar , College of Arts Department of Arabic Language
Abstract

This research explores the complementary relationship between time and space
in al-Hilli's poetic experience, considering them as an existential framework
within which the poetic event is shaped. Time represents the movement of
transformation and the succession of moments, while space embodies the realm
in which human experience manifests. From their interaction, the spatiotemporal
space is formed, granting the text its semantic and emotional dimensions. The
research is divided into two sections. The first examines the features of lament
and the manifestations of spatiotemporality in al-Hilli's poetry. Time appears as
a pressing force embodied in images of long nights, gray hair, and the loss of
loved ones. In contrast, space is associated with homeland, family, and
memories, becoming a symbol of lost tranquility or painful alienation. Time and
space intertwine in portraying the suffering of the self, making the experience
appear as an arena of struggle between the poet and the vicissitudes of time. The
second section focused on spatiotemporal alienation, demonstrating that for al-
Hilli, alienation transcends its geographical dimension to become an existential
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condition resulting from a disruption in the relationship between humanity and
its reality. Place transforms into exile, time into a source of disillusionment, and
nostalgia for the past and its places emerges as a psychological refuge that
compensates for the harshness of the present. The research concluded that al-
Hilli's poetry is based on a profound awareness of the unity of time and place,
where complaint, alienation, and longing combine to form a poetic vision that
reflects humanity's crisis in confronting life, making spatiotemporal a central
axis in its artistic and humanistic construction.
Keywords: Dialectic — Relationship — Between — Time — Place — Rajih Al-Hilli
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