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Abstract

The art of al-badz* (rhetorical embellishment) is one of the branches
of rhetoric that has gained wide resonance in literary studies, both poetic
and prose, for the beauty and verbal ornamentation it adds, enhancing the
depth and vitality of meaning. Pre-Islamic poetry abounds with this art, as
the poetry of the Jahiliyyah period is rich in rhetorical devices. Among
these is the poetry of Khidash ibn Zuhayr al-‘Amiri, which contains
numerous rhetorical embellishments—both semantic and phonetic—
reflecting the poet’s creativity in adorning his verses with various forms of
al-badi‘. These devices bestow liveliness and splendor upon the text. This
artistic mastery placed Khidash among the prominent poets of the pre-
Islamic era, as Ibn Sallam ranked him in the fifth class of the eminent poets
of al-Jahiliyyah.
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