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Morphological significance in the poetry of Wissam Hashem
Dr. Shaimaa Muhyi Al-Awadi
Al-Qadisiyah University / College of Education / Department of Quranic
Sciences and Islamic Education
Wissam Hashim is an Iraqi poet born in Baghdad in 1963(al-Atifiyyah district
)to an established Iraqgi family consisting of his parents and one brother. In the
mid-1990s, he left Iraq following repeated harassment by representatives of the
political regime at the time, which ultimately compelled him to migrate to
Europe. He currently resides in Sweden. Hashim published his first,
controversial collection in Baghdad in 1993 under the title Plains in a Cage, a
work that provoked strong reactions and reportedly led to his being pursued and
arrested more than once before he eventually departed the country, leaving
behind his elderly parents. He later published additional collections, including A
Kiss in the Metro Crowd (2013) and The lbex (2016). All of his poetic works
are written in the prose-poem genre, a modern form that diverges from
dominant literary conventions shaped by classical Arabic “vertical” poetry,
which is governed by meter and rhyme and composed within established
prosodic meters. This study examines key morphological phenomena and their
semantic functions in Hashim’s poetry. Due to space limitations, it focuses first
on the semantics of augmented verbs, classified into forms augmented by one
letter, two letters, and three letters. Second, it investigates derived forms
(morphological derivatives) and their role in directing meaning, including the
active participle, passive participle, the adjectival form resembling the participle
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(al-sifah al-mushabbahah), and the nouns of time and place. Such patterns
contribute to lexical cohesion and stylistic density, thereby providing contexts
with semantic depth that enables the poet to convey specific images and
imaginative effects. Overall, the study argues that morphological templates and
their alternations generate renewed meanings that serve the text as an integrated
whole, given that the poetic text constitutes a cohesive system of sound,
morphology, syntax, and semantics core components of a robust linguistic
context.

Keywords: Morphological semantics, poetry, Wissam Hashim
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