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Abstract:

This study presents a theoretical-analytical approach to explaining how
bilateral economic agreements are used as a tool to enhance geo-economic influence,
with an interpretive application to Turkish-African relations. The study relies on a
narrative review of peer-reviewed Arabic and English literature to construct a
conceptual framework for geo-economics, its tools, actors, and its positioning within
the theories of structural power and unequal interdependence. The study frames
bilateral agreements within an institutional structure encompassing trade, investment,
taxation, finance, and logistics connectivity, linking legal texts to enforcement
mechanisms and governance.

The study categorizes the types of Turkish-African agreements
(free/preferential trade agreements, investment protection and promotion agreements,
double taxation avoidance agreements, sectoral memoranda of understanding, and
financing and guarantee arrangements) and identifies their implementation tools (joint
committees, arbitration, customs cooperation, and transportation networks). The study
proposes a channels of influence model that transforms agreements into influence
through four interconnected channels: trade, supply chains, and corporate positioning;
direct investment, technology transfer, and capacity building; infrastructure,
development finance, and development diplomacy; and institutional soft influence
(education, culture, and business councils). The study analyzes the moderating
determinants of influence in the African context, highlighting the role of governance,
stability, regional integration (such as the AfCFTA), and major power competition in
enhancing or inhibiting influence. The study explores the network of Turkish actors
(the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, TIKA, DEIK, Eximbank, and the private
sector), their African counterparts, and regional blocs as implementing levers for
agreements.

The findings confirm that bilateral agreements establish a codified
interdependence that gives influence sustainability and credibility, and demonstrate
that the synergy of the four channels creates a “strategic multiplier” that exceeds the
impact of each channel alone. The study demonstrates the ability of a middle power
like Turkey to punch above its weight through a coordinated set of tools. It also
highlights structural and contextual limitations (resource constraints, the fragility of
some environments, and trade imbalances that require corrective flexibility). The
study recommends that African decision-makers strengthen their negotiating
capacities, safeguard mechanisms, transparency, regional alignment, and the
requirement of technology transfer. It also recommends that Turkish decision-makers
focus on the quality and sustainability of agreements, deepen joint manufacturing,
expand multilateral partnerships, and integrate sustainability and social responsibility.
The study acknowledges its limitations as a theoretical study based on secondary
sources and proposes subsequent paths for comparative, field, and quantitative
research, future scenarios, and digital sectors. The study offers a theoretical
contribution with an explanatory channel model and a practical contribution with
policy recommendations to help design more balanced, equitable, and sustainable
agreements.
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