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Abstract

The research problem is defined by the main question: What is the
role of social media in promoting digital violence from the perspective of
Media College students at the University of lrag? The study aims to

identify usage patterns< browsing motives: the most prominent forms of

digital violence, and the resulting social and psychological effects.

The study employs a descriptive survey method, using a
questionnaire distributed to a purposive sample of 76 students from the
Media College at the University of Iraq during the 2022-2023 academic
year. Data were analyzed using SPSS.

The results indicate that all participants use social networks

(100%),with Facebook being the most used platform: followed by
WhatsApp and YouTube, and that the evening is the preferred browsing
period (69.7%). The findings also revealed that the most common forms of
digital violence include spreading hatred, incitement. and religious and
social discrimination, and that the impact of these platforms on promoting
violence is correlated with users’ social and cultural levels (89%).

The study concluded that digital violence leads to social instability,

rumor spreading, conflict escalation, societal fragmentation, and
negatively affects the religious and political values of university youth.
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