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Research Summary:

Man expressed his awareness of mortality through drawing, relying on his
imagination and his dream. With different artistic concepts and methods, he
resorted to myth, religion and science to help him explain the phenomenon of
annihilation and that the disappearance of life is inevitable. His existence exceeds
his limited human capabilities and annihilation remains the inevitable truth from
which he cannot escape. His artistic works were the best monuments of survival
and steadfastness in the face of annihilation through the visual arts that depict
beauty, pain, or human values to immortalize people’s feelings and perceptions of
life. Thus, they represent a form of defiance of mortality, as these works remain
immortal in the cultural and historical memory, as they were inspired by the worlds
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of dreams and imaginations that emerge from the subconscious mind. Expressing
deep thoughts using symbols and metaphors that the conscious mind does not
directly understand through metaphors of the unconscious and manifestations of
nothingness. The current research aims to go beyond existence and annihilation,
metaphors of the unconscious and manifestations of nothingness in surrealist art.
The research community was precisely limited, so the researcher was forced to rely
on the available images in Arab and foreign references and sources, books, and the
World Wide Web. The total number of artworks reached (100) documented
artworks representing the current research community. The researcher relied on the
descriptive analytical approach and chose two samples from the research
community.

Keywords: nothingness, metaphors, unconscious.
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