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Types of Irregular Feminine Nouns (al-Mu’annath al-Sam3‘)
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al-Hanafi, known as Qusayrizadeh, jurist, legal theorist, timekeeping
scholar, and theologian (d. 1151 AH): A Critical Study and Edition
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Abstract

Keywords: The concept of the "Irregular Feminine" (A/-Mu'annath al-Sama'i) constitutes a pivotal
chapter in both Arabic syntax and morphology. It is fundamentally predicated upon the
principle of auditory transmission (Sama') and authoritative linguistic reports inherited from

Feminine Gender the Arabs, whereby certain nouns are classified as feminine despite the absence of overt

(AI-Mu'annath), morphological feminization markers. Formally, it is defined as any noun designated as
Irregular feminine based on documented usageinthe classical Arabic corpus, withoutthe suffixation of

. . the feminine Ta’ (al-Marbuta), or the shortened (Magsura) and extended (Mamduda) Alif.
Feminine (AI_ Prototypical examples include Shams (Sun), Nafs (Soul), and Nar (Fire). The scholarly
Mu'annath al- significance of this subject lies in its profound impact on the rules of concordance
Sama'i) , Laza (agreement) between the noun and its dependents—such as adjectives, verbs, or pronouns.
(HeIIfire), Zarwa This necessitates adherence to feminization in predication (/snad); for instance, Tala’at al-

Shams (The sun rose). Thus, the Mu'annath al-Sama'i serves as an empirical testament to the
authenticity of linguistictradition, demonstratingthat certain Arabic grammatical foundations
are established upon verified transmission (Nagl) rather than purely morphological analogy
(Qiyas).

(High Plateau).
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