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Democracy as a Pillar of State-Building: An Intellectual Study from a

Maqgasid Perspective

Abstract

Keywor ds o This study examines democracy as a foundational pillar of state-building
Democracy, State-Building, through a Magasid-oriented intellectual framework that seeks to transcend
Legitimacy, Shura, the sharp polarization between conservative rejectionist positions and
Secularism, Divine ; . . . ..

Sowereignty (Hakimiyyah), Western secularist  interpretations. The research begins by critically
Magasid-Oriented ljtihad, defining democracy and analyzing the conceptual tensions embedded in
Civic State its classical formulation, particularly its grounding in the notions of the

"public good” and the "general will." It then explores the conservative
trend—represented by Salafi, Jihadi, and Hizb ut-Tahrir approaches—
which rejects democracy based on the doctrine of divine sovereignty
(Hakimiyyah). From a Maqasid-oriented perspective, the study offers a
critical reassessment of this stance, distinguishing between political
authority as a human administrative function and the owverarching religious
reference of Islamic law. The study further evaluates the Westernized
trend, which confines democracy to a strictly secular framework and
considers the exclusion of religion a prerequisite for its realization.

By contrast, this research argues for a nuanced conceptualization that
neither absolutizes theological integration nor enforces total secular
separation. Instead, it proposes an interpretive model grounded in
Magasid-based juristic  reasoning that accommodates democratic
mechanisms within a value-oriented Islamic reference framework. Thus,
democracy is approached not as an imported ideological construct, but as
a procedural and institutional mechanism capable of serving the higher
objectives of Islamic law in the context of a contemporary civic state.
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