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The Role of Magasid (Objectives) in Weighing Multiple Interpretive
Meanings

Dr. Ahmed Hussein Khalaf
Kirkuk Education Directorate

Abstract: This research aims to establish the role of "Magasid al-Shari‘ah"
(Objectives of Islamic Law) as a decisive weighting tool when faced with the
multiplicity of interpretative meanings of the Quranic text. The study addresses the
problem that the diversity in exegetical opinions necessitates methodological
criteria to ensure the accurate determination of the Divine intent. Magasid is
highlighted as a balance by which the interpreter weighs interpretations to select
the one that achieves public interest (Maslaha) and prevents harm (Mafsada). The
research adopted an analytical and applied methodology, grounding the concepts of
Magasid and Tarjih, and reviewing the Magasid-based rules for weighting, such as
the rule of aligning meaning with the Surah's objective and the consideration of
universal objectives (e.g., Ease and Justice). Applied models from the works of
Imam al-Shatibi and Imam Ibn Ashur were analyzed. The research concluded that
Magasid is an essential tool that ensures interpretations remain within the sphere of
Divine purposes, emphasizing that Magasid-based weighting requires an
interpreter proficient in linguistics, Hadith traditions, and the principles of
jurisprudence (Usul al-Figh), along with strict adherence to controls to avoid
contradicting definitive texts and falling into erroneous interpretations.
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