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The Impact of Modernization on Social and Economic Relations in Iraqi
Society 1921 to 1958 - A Historical Study
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Abstract

Keywords: This historical and analytical research examines the impact of modernization on social and
economic relations in Iraq during the monarchy (1921 to 1958). The study traces the
structural transformations in Iragi society with the establishment of the modern state under

M ode rnization: the British Mandate and its formal independence in 1932« highlighting the social changes
(such as family relations and the role of women and youth) and economic changes (such as
Iragc monarchy: the mode of production¢ wealth distributions and standard of living) that resulted from

modernization projects. The research adopts the historicaland analytical method« drawing on

social relations: reliable primary and secondary sources¢ to investigate the manifestations of state and

economic societal modernization—such as the construction of government institutions«< the army:

infrastructure« and the exploitation of oil—and to demonstrate how these changes reflected
relations« social the traditional social structure (tribal and rural systems). and on state-society relations. The
structure. findings concluded that modernization during that era was selective and unbalanced. Despite

the strengthening of central state institutions and the emergence of educated and urban
classes« feudal relations persisted in the countryside< and migration to cities worsened:«
leading to profound social and economic imbalances. The research also showed that
economic modernization policies focused on oil extraction and traditional agriculture while
neglecting industrial and human development« which reinforced a rentier economy and the
dominance of a small class of large landowners and merchants. These combined factors
contributed to increased political awareness and popular discontent¢< paving the way for
radical changes after 1958. The research concludes with recommendations that emphasize
the importance of studying the Iraqi historical experience to draw lessons about managing
social and economic modernization processes in a more comprehensive and balanced
manner.
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