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Abstract

This study examines how Islamic legal theorists (usdliyyan) analyze the semantic essence
(haga’iq al-alfaz) of terms to derive doctrinal positions. By investigating the conceptual core
(al-mahiyyah) of key terms, the research demonstrates how such analysisserves as a criterion
for favoring one juristic interpretation over another—particularly when comparing schools
that consider linguistic essence (even partially) against those that neglect it. Due to the
pervasive role of al-mahiyyah in usal al-figh, this study focuses on select case studies from
mabahith al-amr (divine command theory) as a methodological template, with implications
for broader jurisprudential discussions. It also aims to enhance contemporary researchers’
analytical tools by illustrating interdisciplinary connections within Islamic sciences and
refining juristic reasoning (al-malakah al-usaliyyah). Structured with an introduction, two
chapters (divided into three and two sections, respectively), and a conclusion summarizing
findings and recommendations, this study seeks to advance methodological precision in

Islamic legal theory.
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