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The Authority of the Infallible Imam's Interpretation According to the
Imamiyyah
A. L. Hamza Hussein Khalif
General Directorate of Education of Dhi Qar — Al-Nasr Education Department
Abstract

This study examines the authority (hujjiyyah) of the Infallible’s statements in
Qur’anic interpretation within Imam1 thought from theological, legal-theoretical,
and exegetical perspectives. It addresses the central question of whether the
Ma'siim’s interpretive statements constitute an exclusive and definitive disclosure
of the divine intent, or whether they represent contextual applications and
particular manifestations of broader Qur’anic meanings. Employing an analytical
and historical methodology, the research traces the development of the issue
within Imam1 scholarship and analyzes its key conceptual foundations, including
infallibility (‘ismah), authority (hujjiyyah), interpretation (tafsir), and the
distinction between explanation and contextual application (jary wa-tatbiq). It
also examines the implications of the multiplicity of interpretive narrations and
their impact on the methodology of Imami exegesis. The study concludes that the
authority of the Ma“siim’s interpretive statements is grounded in both the doctrine
of infallibility and the legal authority of the Sunnah. However, this authority is
not absolute in all respects; rather, it is subject to methodological criteria that
distinguish between definitive explanatory statements and contextual
applications, and that require rigorous verification in terms of transmission and
meaning. The research thus proposes a comprehensive theoretical framework for
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understanding the role of the Ma‘sim’s interpretive authority in Imami
epistemology.

Keywords: Authority of the Infallible’s Statement, Interpretation (Exegesis),
Imami Shi'a.
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