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Grammatical Dispute between Ibn Malik (d. 672 AH) and
Grammarians in al-Qadir al-Baghdadi’s Khizanat al-Adab (d. 1093AH)
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Abstract

Keywor ds This study examines the grammatical debate between Ibn Malik and the
grammarians as presented by ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Baghdadi in his book
Khizanat al-Adab wa Lubb Lubab Lisan al-Arab, which is regarded as one
of the richest heritage sources documenting grammatical disputes among
early and later scholars. The study aims to highlight the features of this
debate through three main axes: al-Baghdadi’s direct responses to Ibn
Malik, the responses of later grammarians to lbn Malik as reported by al-
Baghdadi, and Ibn Malik’s own responses to earlier grammarians. The
study shows that al-Baghdadi was not merely a neutral transmitter, but
rather a critical and analytical scholar who discussed Ibn Malik’s views
and refuted some of them on the basis of transmitted usage, analogy, and
the opinions of leading grammarians such as Sibawayh. He also recorded
the objections raised by later scholars such as Ibn Hisham and Abu
Haiyan. On the other hand, lbn Malik appears as an independent scholar
who sought to broaden the scope of linguistic usage, relying on textual
evidence and semantic interpretation, even when this led him to depart
from the more established views .The study concludes that Khizanat al-
Adab represents a vibrant scholarly arena for grammatical debate,
reflecting the development of linguistic thought and the depth of
disagreement among grammatical schools. It also demonstrates the
importance of this heritage in understanding the history of Arabic
grammar and the evolution of its theoretical foundations.

.* Corresponding author: Asst. Prof. Muthanna Adnan Muhammad ‘Addai, PhD
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