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Abstract

This research aims to study the reality of news verification in lragi digital
journalism by analyzing the practices of journalists and news organizations and
revealing the most prominent obstacles that limit the quality of professional
verification, especially in light of the rapid pace of publication and the media's
pursuit of scoops and digital engagement. The study relied on several
methodological tools, including: a questionnaire for a sample of digital
journalists, interviews with editors, and content analysis of a selected sample of
news published on Iraqi news websites during 2024. The results showed that
most Iragi news organizations lack specialized fact-checking units, and that
journalists often work under time pressure and with limited resources, without
sufficient training or effective technical tools. The study also indicated that the
reliance on social media platforms as a primary source of news, and the weak
awareness of digital verification tools, leads to the publication of inaccurate
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information, which undermines the credibility of digital journalism in Irag. The
research concluded that it is essential to establish a professional media
environment based on training journalists, providing modern digital tools, and
adopting clear editorial policies in order to solidify a culture of verification as a
standard practice within digital journalism and enhance public trust in national
journalism.

Keywords: News verification, digital journalism, lIraq, fake news, social media
platforms, journalistic professionalism, speed of publication, investigative
journalism, verification tools, breaking news.
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