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region in particular, are of great importance to many regional countries, as they are
considered important strategic regions in the world and the need of most countries for
their energy resources (oil and gas) and their need for the geographical location. This
is because it represents a link between the Asian and European continents, and among
those regional countries are the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Islamic Republic of
Iran, between whom the competition has intensified to obtain and assume the position
of the influential regional player and the leading state for the interactions taking place
in the region. Therefore, major effects have appeared in the regional security
environment of this competition, including dividing the region into areas of influence
and impact between the two countries, and establishing alliances and counter-alliances
by Saudi Arabia and Iran that included the countries of the region. Among the results
of those policies pursued by those countries was the occurrence of imbalances in the
security structure of the region, which in turn had a significant impact on regional and
international security.

The intensity of this competition fluctuated at different periods of time
between extremism and détente. It was characterized over time by fluctuations
between tension and improvement. Saudi relations with Iran during the Shah’s regime
were sometimes characterized by tension and coldness, and at other times by close
relations and cooperation. Relations remained in a state of tension and attraction until
the success of the Islamic Revolution in Iran in 1979, which represented a
fundamental shift in relations between the two countries, which transformed from
understanding and disagreement on many occasions during the time of the Shah of
Iran (Mohammad Reza Pahlavi), to intense and almost permanent conflict and
struggle during the time of the Supreme Leader of the Revolution (Ruhollah Musawi
Khomeini). The period after 2015 and the coming to power of King Salman bin
Abdul-Aziz represented a qualitative shift in relations between the two countries, The
differences between the two countries have deepened, especially after the events of
the Arab Spring revolutions and Iran’s support for many of those revolutions and
Saudi Arabia’s support for many Arab regimes, the point that formed a focus of
intense conflict between the two countries through their formation of political
alliances and strategic and security partnerships, their support for ideological and
doctrinal alignments and their use of them in the success of their regional policies,
which resulted in negative political, security, economic and social effects that swept
the region’s environmental system in general, and therefore these countries (if they
want to establish regional stability, which will be reflected in their stability Internal
and regional stability) Finding approaches that encourage the formulation and
consolidation of constructive dialogue policies with the aim of reducing tensions in
the region, and enhancing joint cooperation on common issues in the region in an
effort to consolidate political, economic and social stability in the region in a manner
that preserves regional and international security..
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