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The role of political parties in shaping social perceptions of law and crime

Lec.Dr. Raed Abdul Sada Jabr
University of Al. Qadisyah/College of Arts/Department of Sociology

Abstract:

This study addresses a pivotal issue in the contemporary Iraqi landscape: how
political parties contribute to restructuring "legal consciousness™ and directing
social perceptions toward crime in the post-2003 era. The research problem
stems from the hypothesis that party discourse and political practice in Iraq are
no longer merely tools for state management but have transformed into active
forces producing alternative conceptions of justice and legitimacy. This shift has
led to a fluctuation in the concept of the "rule of law" within the collective
popular imagination. The study aims to analyze the mechanisms of political
socialization within parties and their impact on justifying or condemning
criminal behavior, while examining the extent to which party loyalty affects trust
in judicial and security institutions. To achieve this, the research employs a
descriptive-analytical approach, supported by a socio-legal perspective. Data
collection involved a structured questionnaire distributed to a purposive sample
of academics, legal professionals, and the general public across selected
governorates, in addition to a content analysis of prominent political discourses.
Findings reveal that acute political polarization has contributed to a "social
fragmentation” of legal concepts, where crime is sometimes perceived through
the lens of "political entitlement” or "victimization," thereby weakening both
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social and legal deterrence. Furthermore, the study highlights the rise of "parallel
norms" (party authority vs. state authority) in shaping the daily behavior of
individuals. The study recommends adopting a national strategy to restore a
unified legal identity and neutralizing penal and judicial institutions from
ideological influences to ensure the restoration of societal trust in the legal
system.

Keywords: Political Parties, Social Perceptions, Rule of Law, Crime, Iraq,
Sociology of Law.
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