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Abstract

This research examines the urban development in Iraq during the early Abbasid
era, a period of cultural, scientific, and economic flourishing that was clearly
reflected in the planning of cities and their vital facilities. The research aims to
highlight the role of the Abbasid caliphs in establishing and developing
infrastructure, particularly bridges, hospitals, and markets, given the direct
impact of these structures on social stability and the stimulation of economic and
scientific activity. The research concludes that the Abbasid state paid
considerable attention to urban planning. Bridges contributed to connecting
different parts of cities and facilitating transportation and trade, while hospitals
formed advanced health and educational institutions that contributed to the
development of medical sciences. Markets represented a fundamental pillar of
economic and social life and witnessed meticulous organization reflecting the
development of Abbasid administration and the flourishing of commercial
activity. The research concludes that urban development during the early
Abbasid era was a product of political stability, economic prosperity, and
official patronage of science and architecture, making Abbasid cities a model of
advanced civilization in the Islamic world.
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