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The use of ambiguity in legal terminology by legal theorists, and the impact
of disagreement on the derivation of legal rulings and jurisprudential
applications.

Dr. Waad Abd Jazaa
Abstract

This study examines verbal homonymy (al-ishtirak al-lafzi) in Islamic legal
theory (usil al-figh) through an analytical and applied approach. As a central
issue in legal semantics, verbal homonymy significantly influences the
understanding of revealed texts and the derivation of legal rulings. The study
clarifies its conceptual framework, surveys the positions of classical usil
scholars regarding its occurrence in language and revelation, and explores its
methodological implications for legal reasoning. Adopting inductive and
analytical methods, the research analyzes scholarly discussions on the
evidentiary status of homonymous terms before and after clarification, the
permissibility of attributing multiple meanings simultaneously, and the
principles governing preference between competing interpretations. It also
examines the relationship between verbal homonymy, legal ambiguity (ijmal),
apparent textual contradiction, and the limits of legitimate interpretation
(ta 'wil).In its applied dimension, the study demonstrates how verbal homonymy
contributes to juristic disagreement in areas such as worship, transactions, and
personal status law, including examples like qur’, lamas, sa id, yad, and nikah.
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These cases illustrate that many legal disagreements arise not from conflicting
evidences but from differing approaches to identifying the intended meaning of
homonymous expressions. The study concludes that verbal homonymy is well
established in Arabic and recognized in legal texts by the majority of usiil
scholars, that an unqualified homonymous term is legally ambiguous, and that
sound juristic reasoning depends on adherence to established contextual,
linguistic, and purposive principles of interpretation.

Keywords : Verbal Homonymy; Usil al-Figh; Legal Semantics; Textual
Ambiguity; Juristic Disagreement; Islamic Legal Theory.
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