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Abstract:The research aims to highlight the importance of investing in education and identify the key
competencies necessary to achieve the seventeen Sustainable Development Goals. This topic has received
significant attention from most, if not all, countries in the world, and from international organizations and
institutions in particular, as it serves current and future generations. The research relied on the inductive
approach in analysis and description by using books, research, articles, master’s theses, published and
unpublished doctoral dissertations, and the quantitative method. In order to achieve the research objectives
and prove its hypothesis, it was divided into five chapters. The first chapter addressed the research
methodology and some previous studies related to the current research topic. The second chapter was
devoted to clarifying the conceptual framework for investment in education and sustainable development.
The third chapter addressed the development of government spending on education and the numbers of
students and teaching staff in university education in Irag. The fourth section addressed the interconnections
between investment in education and achieving sustainable development goals, while the fifth section
included conclusions and recommendations. The most important conclusion reached by the research was that
sustainable development does not depend solely on physical capital, but rather that the most important need
is human capital (intangible capital) accumulated through education. Sustainable education, since it takes a
long time to show its economic returns, directs and motivates individuals to seek sustainable livelihoods. The
most important recommendation of the research is to raise the level of interest in early childhood education
and care programs (basic education stage) and develop the competencies necessary for education to achieve
sustainable development goals.
Keywords: investment and sustainability, investment and development, sustainable education, education and
sustainability, sustainable development.
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