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The Multiplicity of Quranic Readings and Their Impact on the Mastery of
Quran Memorization Among Memorizers
Dr. Shahd Muneer Qawam Al-Din Al-Kilidar
Samarra University / College of Islamic Sciences - Department of Islamic Creed
and Thought

Abstract:

This study aims to elucidate the profound relationship between the science of
Quranic readings (Qira’at) and the skill of precise retention and mastery among
memorizers of the Holy Quran. Research indicates that the multiplicity of
recitation modes serves as a primary resource for consolidating verses within the
memory. Furthermore, it facilitates the transition of Quranic texts from short-
term to long-term memory, thereby enhancing the capacity for spontaneous
recall. The findings of this study conclude that a memorizer's proficiency in the
variant readings fosters greater caution during performance and grants them the
faculty to distinguish between authentic and anomalous recitations. This
knowledge significantly increases phonetic accuracy and develops an advanced
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ability for mental invocation and systematic review. Since the diversity in
recitation modes necessitates absolute vigilance and complete attentiveness from
the memorizer, it effectively prevents confusion and ambiguity between
linguistically similar verses. Moreover, the study demonstrates that these
readings constitute an impenetrable fortress protecting Quranic performance
from extinction, as they have been transmitted letter by letter, encompassing
every diacritical mark and vowelization. The results further reveal that the
multiplicity of modes functions as an integrated mnemonic system; whenever a
reciter articulates one mode, it is corroborated by another, rendering the
memorization a cohesive structure where each part strengthens the other.
Additionally, the study clarifies that the Uthmanic orthography was not
transcribed according to an arbitrary standard, but was intentionally designed to
accommodate various recitation modes. This reinforces the vital link between
the written script and the oral tradition in forming the regulatory faculty of
memorizers. Consequently, learning the Qira’at is considered one of the most
effective methods for solidifying and mastering memorization, as it elevates the
efficiency of precision, safeguards the Quran from distortion, and enables the
memorizer to firmly anchor the words and meanings of Revelation. In doing so,
it embodies the continuous tradition of oral reception by which Almighty Allah
has guaranteed the preservation of Whole Quran throughout the ages.

Keywords: Quranic Readings (Qiraat), Quranic Memorization, Recitation
Modes, Memorizer, Verses.
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