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Definition of the Right to Access Information
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Abstract

The right to access information is one of the fundamental
human rights that enables society to achieve transparency and
uphold democracy. This right can only be effectively realized if it is
constitutionally and legally regulated in a manner that fulfills the
purpose for which it was established. It is enshrined in the
constitutions of many countries worldwide. However, it is a
restricted rather than absolute right; despite its role in promoting
transparency, it may be limited under certain circumstances. It is
also a complex right, encompassing both negative and positive
dimensions. Understanding the nature and characteristics of the
right to access information remains challenging due to its relatively
recent emergence. It became clearly recognized only in recent
decades and has since attracted considerable scholarly attention.
This growing interest is largely due to the influence of the
information and communication revolution and its widespread
impact, as the right to access information has become a
fundamental component of democratic systems.

Keywords: Information Private knowledge, E-government,
Constitutional right, Public rights.
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