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The effect of the aqueous extract of Artemisia leaves on the liver and kidneys in experimentally
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Abstract

This research was conducted to study the effect of the aqueous extract of Artemisia leaves on liver and
kidney functions, and the histological changes in the liver and kidneys of diabetic rats. The results showed
the following: Clear histological changes were observed upon examination of liver and kidney tissue
sections, showing abnormalities including constriction of blood sinusoids with thickening of the blood
vessel walls, transformation of the cytoplasm into vesicular clumps, cell enlargement, and cytoplasmic
granulation in the liver. The changes in the kidneys included hyperplasia, rupture, and constriction of the
renal tubules, with dilation of Bowman's space and focal necrosis. A significant increase (p < 0.05) was
also observed in the concentration of creatinine and urea in the rats' serum, which is due to dysfunction of
the kidneys, as well as a significant increase in liver enzymes (ALP, ALT, AST), which is due to damage
and destruction of liver cells.
Keywords: Artemisia leaves - sugar - C-Balb mice - agueous extract.
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