Al-Adab Journal Vol. 68, No. 1, Supplement (March 2026)
E-ISSN: 2706-9931 P-ISSN: 1994-473X

Representations of Terrorist Behavior in Ahlam Mosteghanemi's
Novel “The Black Befitting You'" According to Cultural Criticism
Methods

Fatima Araji
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature,
University of Tehran, Iran
f.aaraji26@ut.ac.ir

Copyright (c) 2026 Associate Prof. Fatima Araji

DOI: https://doi.org/10.31973/av8zwj03

m This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0

International License.

Abstract:

From a criminological sociology perspective, the phenomenon of terrorism,
although considered one of the most severe and brutal social attacks, has been
considered a factor guiding governments to adopt and implement harsh and
extremist criminal policies. However, the main idea of this article is that
terrorism, within the framework of international developments, although it is a
repulsive and abhorrent phenomenon in the public mind, is clearly a behavior that
objectively materializes within the collective mindset. In this regard, the current
research aims to explore new perspectives on the discourse of terrorism and their
influence on the emergence of new forms of terrorism. To provide a theoretical
interpretation of the new terrorism based on the narrative representations in the
novel Black Suits You, this study addresses the fundamental question: What
representations suggest the effective factors in creating terrorist behavior in this
novel? To answer this question, and as a hypothesis, it must be noted that
resorting to ideology as a means of relieving frustration and identity crises was
one of the primary reasons for creating terrorist behavior, as the novel suggests.
The results of the study demonstrate that, based on the approach of cultural
criticism, this novel expresses a liberationist and critical tendency, exposes the
loopholes and contradictions of authority, gives voice to the marginalized self,
and calls for dialogue and a plurality of voices.

Keywords: cultural criticism, discourse analysis ,narrative representations,
Religiosity, terrorism.
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