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The Title

The Ruling on Closing Mosques During
Epidemics: An Applied and Foundational
(Jurisprudential) Study in Light of the
COVID-19 Pandemic

Abstract

This research addresses the unprecedented
events that arose during the COVID-19
pandemic, particularly concerning gatherings
such as congregational prayers (Jama'ah) and
Friday prayers (Jumu’ah), and the
jurisprudential implications regarding their
permissibility and prohibition.

This context presented a precise and
contemporary Figh (jurisprudential) question:
What is the ruling on closing mosques during
such calamities, and what are the legitimate
Sharia limits for authorizing such an action?
The primary research problem focuses on the
main question: What is the temporary religious
ruling (al-Hukm al-Shar7) regarding the closure
of mosques? And what are the controlling
principles (Dawabit) and objectives (Magasid)
that govern this measure in light of Islamic
Law?

The study explores the linguistic and
terminological definitions of the key research
concepts, provides an overview of the history of
epidemics, their occurrence, and the
precautionary measures taken against them,
focusing specifically on the religious ruling
concerning the temporary closure of mosques,
the suspension of Jumu’ah and Jama’ah prayers,
or the prohibition of such closure.

The findings indicate divergent views among
scholars: some jurists (Fuqaha’) permitted the
suspension of Jumu’ah and Jama’ah prayers in
mosques while maintaining the call to prayer
(Adhan); others held the view that Jumu’ah and
Jama’ah should continue, limited only to the
Mu’adhdhin (caller to prayer), the Khatib
(preacher), and the Imam; a third group of jurists
maintained that only infected individuals should
be prevented from entering, allowing healthy
individuals to pray while strictly observing
safety protocols
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