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The Ideological Exploitation of Religion in Israeli Occupation Policy and its
Regional Socio-Relevant Effects -An Analytical Study in Light of the Al-
Aqsa Crisis
A.L. Firas Alawi Mahmoud
University of Wasit / College of Basic Education

Abstract:

This research, entitled " The ideological exploitation of religion in Israeli
occupation policy and its regional social effects: an analytical study in light of
the Al-Agsa flood operation. " examines the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
particularly after the recent war waged by the Israeli army on Gaza following
Operation Al-Agsa Flood by the Palestinian resistance movement Hamas. The
study is based on the premise that this war is not merely a military conflict
aimed at territorial control, but has become an expansionist, colonial, and
ideological project aimed at the annihilation of Islamic societies by attacking
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their religious and cultural identity. The study employs a descriptive-analytical
approach that goes beyond simply describing the war to analyze and interpret it
according to the perspective of religious Zionism, focusing on Operation Al-
Agsa Flood as a case study. This case study allows the researcher to investigate
the validity of the study's premise and provides a suitable model for
understanding the regional effects on neighboring countries. The study arrives at
several key findings, most notably that the occupation acts as a tool of religious
war to dismantle the Islamic and cultural fabric, employing varying methods to
target religious sanctities and imposing a new social reality. This new approach
aligns with the Greater Israel doctrine, which extends beyond the land of
Palestine to include other countries such as Syria, Irag, and Egypt. The study
also revealed the varying tools used for domination, ranging from the use of
military force against countries that reject the Zionist project to the use of soft
power to subjugate other countries and alienate them from their social and
religious realities. The study concluded with recommendations emphasizing the
necessity of reviving religious awareness as the first line of defense and
dismantling the relationship between Zionism and Christianity through scholarly
dialogue with Christian religious institutions. It also recommended activating
international oversight or trusteeship over Islamic symbols, most importantly the
Al-Agsa Mosque.

Keywords: Ideological recruitment, religious war, Greater Israel, Al-Agsa
flood, social disintegration
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