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Summary:

In Mesopotamian civilization, humankind shaped its worldview through a
constant quest to understand the forces of nature and regulate its relationship with
the surrounding world. Symbols and myths served as cognitive tools for interpreting
existence and imbuing it with meaning. Within this context, the duality of light and
darkness emerged as one of the most significant symbolic pairs, contributing to the
construction of the Mesopotamian people's cosmic, intellectual, and religious
understanding. Their presence was not limited to the sensory level associated with
the cycle of day and night, but extended to encompass metaphysical, ethical, social,
and political dimensions.

In Mesopotamian thought, light was linked to concepts of creation, beginnings, and
cosmic order. It was considered a manifestation of life, knowledge, and divine
presence, and a means of controlling chaos and establishing justice and order.
Conversely, darkness was associated with absence, decay, death, and the
underworld. However, it was not portrayed as an absolute force of evil, but rather as
an active cosmic element that is integral to the structure of existence and plays a
complementary role in the cycle of life and death, and in the continuation of the
cosmic order itself. Therefore, the relationship between light and darkness in
Mesopotamian civilization is based more on the principle of balance and integration
than on sharp opposition.

In this research, we will discuss the first part of it, which is light, knowing that this
research is the nucleus of a book project that is being prepared that deals with light
and darkness in the civilization of Mesopotamia, relying primarily on what the

cuneiform texts have reported about that, and we hope to complete it, God willing.
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