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The Title

The development of political life
in Bahrain during the reign of
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
(1999-2002)

Abstract

Bahrain is one of the first countries in the
Arabian Gulf region to have witnessed
political and social movements that pressed
for reforms in the country’s political
system. Therefore, in the aftermath of
independence, Bahrain  witnessed the
formation of an elected National Council
with  broad powers. However, the
experiment collapsed after a few months
when the National Council was dissolved
and the constitution was suspended. Bahrain
entered a new phase since 1999, with
Sheikh Hamad bin Isa assuming power, a
phase that differs from the country’s
previous phases, and many factors
combined in Bahrain. This resulted in the
emergence and growth of political
awareness compared to the rest of the Gulf
Arab states. Bahrain witnessed numerous
political and social movements focused on
political reform before gaining
independence in 1971. These movements
were characterized by intellectual diversity,
which played a significant role in the
development of political awareness in
Bahrain. This crystallized after
independence in 1971 with the adoption of a
permanent constitution in 1973, in addition
to the formation of a National Assembly
(parliament), most of whose members were
elected and granted broad powers.
However, the experiment collapsed,
particularly after the dissolution of the
National Assembly in 1975. From then until
the early 1990s, Bahrain suffered a political
crisis, both between the state and society
and between the government and the
opposition.
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