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Geographical Planning of Industrial Areas as an Approach to
Environmental Protection
dhay abdlhasan abdhamood al-yasiri
Sara Mijbil Aziz
Abstract:

Industrial expansion is one of the most prominent aspects of economic
development; however, it is often accompanied by serious environmental
challenges due to pollution and the depletion of natural resources. This highlights
the importance of geographical planning as a strategic tool to achieve a
sustainable balance between economic growth and environmental protection.
This research aims to clarify the role of geographical planning in selecting the
most suitable locations for establishing industrial areas based on environmental,
social, and economic criteria, in a way that helps reduce the environmental
impacts of industrial activities. The study relies on Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) analysis to assess industrial sites, determine optimal land use, and
monitor environmental changes. It also explores successful examples from both
local and international experiences to illustrate potentials and challenges. The
research concludes with recommendations that enhance the concept of
environmental sustainability in industrial planning, emphasizing that integrating
the environmental dimension into the stages of geographical planning leads to the
protection of natural resources, reduction of pollution, and promotion of
sustainable development in the long term.
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