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The Impact of Baghdad's Emergence on the Growth of Trade in Arabian
Gulf Ports until the End of the First Abbasid Era (45-232 AH/762-847 AD)

Prof. Dr. Wasan Shujaa Najras

College of Education - Al-Mustansiriyah University

Gmail \wasan_alrikabi@uomustansiriyah.edu.iq

Keywords: Abbasid era, Arabian Gulf, Baghdad
Summary:

Since ancient times, the Arabian Gulf and the Red Sea have alternated in
dominance over the global maritime trade routes between East and West. However,
with the establishment of the Abbasid state in 132 AH / 749 AD and the transfer of
the capital of the Islamic Caliphate from Damascus to Baghdad, commercial
activities shifted from the Red Sea to the Arabian Gulf. This helped the Arabian Gulf
and its ports regain their economic status and global commercial renown, leading to
a revival of trade in it. The capital, Baghdad, was linked by the Tigris and Euphrates
rivers to the Gulf ports such as Al-Ubulla, Siraf, and Basra. Maritime navigation
flourished, and goods and merchandise flowed into it as a result of the Abbasid
caliphs' and senior state officials’ keenness to secure the state's basic and luxury
needs from the Far East and East Africa, and their great efforts in securing the ports

and maritime navigation from dangers, pirates, and others.
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