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Abstract :
This study examines the influence of Greek philosophy on the develop-
ment of the Islamic theological doctrine of tanzih (divine transcendence),
offering a critical reading of how Muslim theologians navigated the ten—
sion between tashbih (anthropomorphism) and absolute transcendence.
The research explores the intellectual encounter between early Islamic
kalam and Hellenic philosophical traditions—particularly Neoplatonic
emanationism and Aristotelian categories—which introduced new con-

, ceptual tools that reshaped theological discourse concerning the divine
\ attributes The paper revisits the common assumption that the shift to—
ward strict transcendence within Islamic theology was merely a reaction
" to abstract Greek metaphysics. Instead, it investigates whether this claim

is supported by the writings of the theologians themselves, highlighting
their internal motivations grounded in scriptural interpretation and doc-
trinal preservation. By analyzing the evolution of interpretive methodol-
ogies, the study demonstrates how rational inquiry became central to ad-
dressing the theological problems posed by literalist readings of scriptural
texts Furthermore, the research shows how the engagement with Greek
philosophical thought generated distinct responses across the theological
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schools. The Mu‘tazilites employed logical structures to formulate a ra—
tionalist model of monotheism, while the Ash‘arites attempted to balance
affirmation of divine attributes with the rejection of anthropomorphic
implications. By contrast, traditionalist currents resisted philosophical
hermeneutics in an effort to maintain the purity of textual meaning. This
comparative approach clarifies the nuanced ways in which kalam inter— ¢ 3
acted with, adapted, or critiqued Greek conceptual frameworks. f
The study concludes that the influence of Greek philosophy on Islarruc
theology was not a passive form of intellectual borrowing but rather a dy—
namic and selective process that enriched the discourse on divine tran—
scendence without compromising its Islamic foundations. Understand-
ing this historical interplay offers valuable insights into contemporary
debates on reason, revelation, and the limits of interpretation.

Keywords: Transcendence, Anthropomorphism, Greek Philosophy,

Kalam, Hermeneutics.
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