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The date palm is considered one of the blessed trees whose roots are closely
associated with the civilization of Irag, and it has become a sacred symbol for its
people. Allah Almighty honored it by mentioning it in the Holy Qur’an seventeen
times. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) also referred to it in many
noble hadiths, including: “Honor your aunt, the date palm, for it was created
from the remainder of the clay of your father Adam.” Iraq is considered one of
the most important countries in the world in the cultivation of date palm trees,
especially in the southern and central regions due to the suitability of climatic
conditions and soil fertility. Date palms are usually planted near water sources.
In recent years, date palm cultivation has been affected by several factors,
including both natural and human factors, most notably climate change and the
decrease in water resources coming from upstream countries, which has caused
drought conditions in the country. In addition, wars—particularly the Iran—Iraq
War—Iled to the destruction of many orchards in Basra Governorate, which is
considered one of the main regions for cultivating the finest varieties of date
palms. Other factors include population growth and the need to build residential
complexes, which has led to the removal of many orchards, especially those
located near cities. In recent years, with the introduction of investment in the
governorate, particularly agricultural investment, many lands have been granted
to investors to cultivate date palms, especially desirable high-yield varieties
through tissue-cultured seedlings. Among these varieties are Medjool, Khalas,
Barhi, and Maktoum. Most of the lands invested in are located in the desert area
of Al-Salman District, where projects have been implemented by Al-Muhandis
Company and Fadak Company, affiliated with the Popular Mobilization
Authority.

Keywords: Cartographic analysis, agricultural investments, palm trees, Al-
Muthanna Governorate, Geographic Information Systems
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