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Views of Historians and Researchers on the Ismaili Missionary Abu Abdullah
al-Shi'i (A Historical Study)
Prof.Dr. Hikmat Lafteh Haki

College of Education Al- Mustansiriyah University

Gmail hkmetalKinany@uomustansiriyah.edu.iq

Keywords: Historians . Advocate. Opinions
Summary:

The  historical connection between Abu Abdullah al-Shi'i's role in
spreading the Ismaili faith in North Africa and the establishment of the
Fatimid state is significant. This research stems from the lack of academic
studies that have examined the views of historians and researchers on Abu
Abdullah al-Shi'i's personality, aiming to shed light on his intellectual
contributions for future generations as a valuable resource for the present
and future.

This study attempts to portray the life of Abu Abdullah al-Shi'i, despite the
scarcity of information on this subject, relying on analysis and extrapolation.
The research reveals that Abu Abdullah al-Shi'i possessed inherent qualities
and  qualifications, such as vast knowledge, intelligence, strong
argumentative skills, and persuasive and communicative abilities, which he
employed to serve his objectives. The research revealed that historians' and
researchers' opinions of Abu Abdullah al-Shi'i were varied, stemming from
their political and sectarian biases, which negatively impacted the
information presented about him. It is the duty of a historian to be
knowledgeable and impartial in their transmission of information, free from

personal biases and political or sectarian influence.
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As for the sources that were relied upon in completing this research, they
are the book (The Opening of the Call) by Judge Al-Nu'man (d. 363 AH/973
AD), the book (News of the Kings of Banu Ubaid and their Biography) by Ibn
Hammad (d. 626 AH/1230 AD), and the book (Deaths of Notables and
News of the Sons of the Time) by Ibn Khallikan (d. 681 AH/1282 AD).
Among the references that were relied upon are: (The State of Shiism in the
Maghreb) by Najib Zbib, (The Flags of the Ismailis) by Mustafa Ghalib, and
(Abu Abdullah Al-Shi'i) by Ali Hassan Al-Kharbutli, and other sources and

references that enriched the research and brought it out in this form.



