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Summary:

The study examined the features of the French-American rivalry in the
Arabian Gulf region after the British withdrawal from it between 1971 and 1979. It
explored how Britain's withdrawal from the region led to a dangerous power
vacuum and a disruption of the regional and international balance of power. This
necessitated the United States filling this vacuum militarily, as the Soviet Union also
viewed the region as a profound strategic depth in its southern sphere of influence,
rich in oil resources. The presence of these powers (the United States and France)
could pose a threat and create competition for the Soviet Union. The United States
was keen to protect its interests in the Arabian Gulf region and mitigate the impact of
Soviet competition. Therefore, it prioritized this task, relying on Iran and Saudi
Arabia to form a force to protect the region's security. What mattered to the United
States was the continued security of its energy supplies, particularly gas and oil, as
these supplies were crucial to the West, and any threat to them was considered a
threat to American national security. As for France, after losing its economic
influence in Algeria due to the nationalization of its oil, the Gulf became its economic
refuge. It was able to establish friendly and cooperative relations with Saudi Arabia
and the Gulf countries, sign many arms deals and agreements, and compete with the
United States in arms cooperation with the Gulf. France achieved the import of large
quantities of oil, and this helped to achieve a large trade exchange based on

deductions from the monetary value of oil.
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