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Baghdad as a Center of State and Power — A Human Geographic Analysis
A.L. Haider Sarhan Dhiab Hussein
Wasit Education Directorate / Al-Suwaira Education Department
Abstract

This study examines the human geographic analysis of the capital city Baghdad,
considering it as the center of state and authority in Irag. The topic was chosen
due to the capital’s significance in shaping the political identity of the state, its
pivotal role in decision-making, and in managing national affairs, as well as being
a convergence point for governance institutions, administrative authority, and
socio-economic and cultural interactions. The study is based on the hypothesis
that the concentration of state institutions in Baghdad is the result of historical and
geographic accumulations, rather than merely a contemporary administrative
choice. The study aimed to analyze this concentration and its effects using an
analytical geographic approach, relying on descriptive and quantitative tools,
including the analysis of population distribution, urban organization, political
centralization, human development indicators, and urban maps. The study reached
several findings, the most prominent of which are that the centralization in
Baghdad represents a demographic and political attraction factor, but at the same
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time generates significant pressure on the city, leading to deterioration in services
and infrastructure, and weakening administrative efficiency. The study also
showed that the continuation of this concentration without administrative reform
and equitable developmental distribution will widen the gap between the capital
and other governorates. The study provided recommendations including: the need
to redistribute powers between the central government and governorates, updating
the city’s master plan, enforcing decentralization laws, supporting governorates
with balanced resources and plans, and encouraging long-term projects such as
establishing an administrative city, while enhancing community participation in
urban decision-making. This study is distinguished by integrating historical,
political, and geographic dimensions to provide a comprehensive understanding
of the capital’s function and role in the Iraqi state. It also contributes to filling a
research gap in the field of urban political geography in lrag and serves as a
primary reference for researchers in geography, planning, and political science.

Keywords: Baghdad, State, Authority, Geographic Analysis, Human Geography.
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