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The Title

Narratives of Victory and Hegemony in the
Poetry of Conquests:
A Cultural Reading of the Poetry of Abu
Mufraz al-Aswad ibn Qutbah

Abstract

This study seeks to deconstruct the implicit deep
structures in the poetry of Abu Mufazzar al-
Aswad ibn Qutbah, one of the most prominent
poets of the Islamic conquests during the first
Hijri century. Through a cultural approach, the
research explores poetic discourse not merely as
an aesthetic expression, but as a carrier of
imperial hegemonic patterns and as a narrative
of victory that shaped the collective Islamic
CONSCciousness.

The tools of cultural criticism are employed to
uncover the operation of authoritative patterns
embodied in the image of the Islamic conqueror,
and to analyze the intricate relationship between
the poet and both military and religious
authority. The poet is portrayed not as a
marginal voice detached from the state, but
rather as its spokesperson, historian of its
triumphs, and an articulator of the rhetoric of
conquest that reinforces the concepts of cultural
and religious superiority.

The research focuses on analyzing poetic
examples in which Abu Mufraz documented
the battles of the Islamic armies—particularly
Jalula, Yarmouk, and Amghishiyah—through a
critical examination of language, metaphor, and
cultural representation that constructs the image
of the "defeated other" and lays the foundations
for the ideology of symbolic superiority of the
emerging Islamic nation.

The study adopts the methodology of cultural
criticism, which aims to expose underlying
patterns and analyze marginalized or silenced
discourses, drawing upon the ideas of Edward
Said and the concept of “history from below” as
articulated by Raymond Williams, while
deliberately avoiding traditional rhetoric or
purely historical narration.
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