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2004), pp. 285-287.
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1974), pp. 318—320.
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Summary:

The primary research problem centers on elucidating the nature of the
historical relations between the Abbasid Caliphate and the Volga Bulgaria Kingdom
during the 4th Hijri century (10th century AD). The study investigates whether these
relations were merely transient diplomatic contacts or a comprehensive strategic
framework encompassing political, religious, and economic dimensions within the
Abbasid foreign policy toward Northern peoples.

The research objectives are to uncover the historical roots of this communication
and analyze "Ibn Fadlan’s Risala" as an official political and proselytizing document.
Furthermore, the study aims to highlight the journey's role in establishing an Islamic
presence in the Volga region, illustrating how the Caliphate utilized its moral
influence and spiritual legitimacy as a tool for expansion instead of military force.

Regarding the results, the study concludes that the relationship was built on organic
interdependence and mutual interests; the Bulgars gained political recognition and
support for constructing a defensive fortress against the Khazars, while Baghdad
strengthened its symbolic presence and secured northern trade routes. The findings
confirm that the mission succeeded in institutionalizing Islam in the region through
the construction of mosques and the organization of religious rituals. Additionally,
the study affirms the supreme source value of Ibn Fadlan’s account in providing the
first accurate ethnographic and geographical description of Northern peoples in the

Arab-Islamic heritage.
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