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The Rhetoric of Sufficiency in the Two Sahihs of al-Bukhari and Muslim:
Hadiths on Food, Drink, and IlIness as a Model
Ahmed Azzam Khalil Hassan Al-Harbawi
Lecturer Dr. Mohammed Ali lbrahim Hussein Ali Al-Tai
Department of Arabic Language/College of Arts/University of Mosul
Abstract:

The Prophetic Hadith is considered the second source of Islamic legislation,
especially since the Hadith of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) is
the most sublime text that has reached us after the Holy Quran. This is an
undeniable fact. It reached the highest levels of eloquence and clarity, as
described in the Holy Quran: {Nor does he speak of [his own] desire} (Surat
An-Najm: 3). His words (peace and blessings be upon him) are of a high order
of eloguence. The importance of studying the concept of sufficiency in the two
Sahihs (Bukhari and Muslim) lies in understanding the meaning intended by the
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), recognizing the intended aesthetic
and rhetorical value in his words, and the extent to which he employed effective
rhetorical devices to convey the intended meaning. Furthermore, it reveals the
ability of sufficiency to fulfill the rhetorical purposes of ellipsis, making it one
of the most prominent types of ellipsis. One of the most prominent reasons for
studying ellipsis in the two Sahihs (al-Bukhari and Muslim) is the widespread
presence of this rhetorical device in the Prophetic Sunnah. Furthermore, ellipsis
has a profound impact on the broad rhetorical purposes it serves, encompassing
most rhetorical aims of omission, from brevity and conciseness to emphasis and
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other rhetorical purposes. The desire to enrich the Prophetic Sunnah with
rhetorical studies and to serve it was also among the reasons that prompted the
study of ellipsis in the two Sahihs.

Keywords: ellipsis/rhetoric/eloquence.
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