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The origins and historical
development of military schools in
Europe: British-French-German-

Italian (a model)

Abstract

Military schools in European history
played a crucial role in shaping modern
armies and producing military leaders
since the sixteenth century. These
schools were established to provide
officers  with  both  theoretical
knowledge and practical training in
fields such as engineering, strategy, and
military tactics. Countries like France,
Germany, and Italy contributed
significantly to the development of this
system, with institutions such as
France’s Saint-Cyr and Berlin’s War
Academy standing out as prime
examples. Over time, these schools
became centers for unifying European
military thought and modernizing
armies. They laid the foundation for the
creation of regular armies that played
key roles in major European wars.
Among these institutions, several
European academies with a global
history and influence stand out: the
French Military Academy Saint-Cyr,
the British Royal Academy Sandhurst,
the Italian Academy in Modena, the
British Royal Academy Sandhurst and
the Italian Military Academy in
Modena, which represented leadership
schools that produced the elites of
European armies over more than two
centuries.
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