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Summary:

Between1991 and 2003 the Arabian Gulf region witnessed significant regional
transformations that directly influenced the foreign policies of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) states. This period was marked by the emergence of numerous
strategic challenges, most notably the aftermath of the Second Gulf War 1990-1991,
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, and the global shifts following the end of the Cold War.
These events led to regional interventions that altered the balance of power and
policies across the regio.

In response to these changes, the GCC states redefined their foreign policies to
align with the demands of the period—particularly need to the maintain internal
and regional security and stability. This period also witnessed an increased
;vemphasis on joint cooperation among member states to confront economic and
political challenges. Concurrently, new roles emerged for certain regional powers
seeking to expand their influence in the Gulf, prompting GCC states to adopt
cautious and balanced positions to safeguard their national interests.

This study analyzes the features of GCC foreign policy during this sensitive period,
highlighting the strategic frameworks, motivations, and major challenges the council
faced. It also examines the mechanisms by which GCC states dealt with regional and
global developments. Furthermore, the research seeks to emphasize the role of Gulf
cooperation in strengthening unity and integration among member states as a

fundamental pillar in confronting these to face changel.
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